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BOLTON 
CLAIMS 
RATTLE 
TRUMP 
LAWYERS 


Defense struggles to 
stay on track amid 
intensifying attempts 
to allow witnesses at 
impeachment trial. 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN, 
ANNA M. PHILLIPS 
AND NOAH BIERMAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump’s lawyers strug- 
gled to keep their impeach- 
ment defense on track Mon- 
day, insisting Democrats 
had failed to prove their case 
while resisting escalating at- 
tempts to subpoena former 
national security advisor 
John Bolton. 

Bolton, an establishment 
Republican, has become a 
key figure in the Democrats’ 
case to remove the president 
from office after reports that 
Bolton’s unreleased memoir 
makes the explosive claim 
that Trump told him that he 
was withholding military aid 
to Ukraine to force its gov- 
ernment to announce an in- 
vestigation into a political ri- 
val. 

The unfolding allega- 
tions sent a shock through 
an impeachment trial that 
was momentous but largely 
predictable as it entered its 
second week. Somnolent 
senators, shifting in their 
chairs to stay awake during 
lengthy arguments, charged 
the corridors during breaks 
to argue anew whether 
Bolton should be called to 
testify. 

The new questions pro- 
vide another stark test of 
Republican fealty to Trump, 
who has demanded unyield- 
ing loyalty, as senators qui- 
etly debated behind closed 
doors whether witnesses 
would ultimately need to be 
summoned to Capitol Hill. 

But speaking one after 
another in the Senate well, 
Trump’s 10 lawyers all but ig- 
nored the debate raging 
elsewhere on Capitol Hill, in- 
stead insisting that Demo- 
crats had failed to prove 
their case and no further evi- 
dence was needed. 

“We do not deal with 

[See Bolton, A10] 
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The evolution of 
Lindsey Graham 


The senator’s shift from 
Trump critic to steely 
backer captures the 
GOP’s transformation 
since 2016. BACK STORY, A2 


A lot of talk about 
executive privilege 


President Trump’s law- 
yers may try to invoke 
it to block testimony 
from witnesses like 
John Bolton. NATION, A10 


By DAVID LAUTER 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, consolidat- 
ing support from voters on 
the left, has taken a clear 
lead in the race for Califor- 
nia’s huge trove of Demo- 
cratic convention delegates 
as the presidential cam- 
paign moves toward a criti- 
cal month of primary con- 
tests. 

Sanders has been pro- 
pelled to the top in Califor- 
nia by growing support from 
voters who label themselves 
“very liberal” — a shift that 
has come largely at the ex- 
pense of Sen. Elizabeth War- 
ren. That very liberal group 
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CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


OFFICIALS continue their investigation Monday at the site of the helicopter crash that killed Kobe Bryant and eight others in Calabasas. 


The final flight of Kobe Bryant 


WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 


FANS MOURN the death of the Lakers superstar at a makeshift memorial on Monday night at L.A. Live. 


‘Tt’s like he’s still here’ 


In Orange County, the Lakers superstar lived 
a surprisingly public life as just ‘a typical dad’ 


By LUKE MONEY, 
GUSTAVO ARELLANO 
AND HILLARY DAVIS 


The last Saturday of Ko- 
be Bryant’s life came and 
went like any typical week- 
end at home for the retired 
Lakers superstar. 

He took one daughter to 
the mall. Accompanied an- 
other to a basketball game. 
Planned a Sunday morning 


trip with friends. 

And slept with his family 
at their house in Orange 
County. 

For nearly 20 years, one of 
the most famous names in 
sports lived a surprisingly 
public life in this unlikeliest 
of places. 

He lived in Newport 
Coast, a gated community 
with multimillion-dollar 
views ofthe Pacific Ocean, in 
a custom-built 15,760 


EET ELECTION 2020 


Sanders grabs lead in state’s 
presidential primary race 


Poll shows Warren second and Biden running third 


KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times 


BERNIE SANDERS has 
benefited in California 
by growing support from 
voters who label them- 
selves “very liberal.” 


makes up about 1in 3 Demo- 
cratic primary voters in the 
state. 

Along with strong sup- 
port among Latinos and 
young voters, backing on the 
left is enough to give the Ver- 
mont senator support from 
26% of voters likely to take 
part in the state’s March 3 
Democratic primary, ac- 
cording to the latest UC 
Berkeley Institute of Gov- 
ernmental Studies poll, con- 
ducted for The Times. 

His gains in the state 
come as Several polls in Iowa 
and New Hampshire — the 
states with the first contests 
ofthe primary season — also 
show Sanders gaining 

[See Democrats, A7] 


square-foot, four-story 
home within its own set of 
gates. The commute from 
there to the Lakers facility in 
El Segundo and home 
games at Staples Center was 
so inconvenient that Bryant 
famously chartered chop- 
pers as often as possible. It’s 
far from the publishing 
houses and Hollywood stu- 
dios Bryant sought to con- 
quer in post-retire- 

[See Bryant, A7] 
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Kobe and Nipsey, 
forever linked 
The Lakers superstar 
and Grammy-winning 
rapper weren’t perfect. 
That’s why L.A. loved 
them. CALIFORNIA, B1 


A complicated 
relationship 


Kobe Bryant was flawed, 
he was strange, but more 
than anything he was 


real, Bill Plaschke writes. 


SPORTS, Di 


Game postponed 


Tonight’s Lakers game 
is postponed by the NBA 
as the team grieves for 
Bryant. SPORTS, Di 


Voters see Warren, Sanders 
to their left, Biden on their right 


More liberal 


Bernie Sanders 


Elizabeth Warren 


Andrew Yang 


Pete Buttigieg 


Amy Klobuchar 


Joe Biden 


Michael R. Bloomberg 


More conservative 


Likely voters’ 
self-described 
political ideology 


Poll conducted between Jan. 15 and Jan. 21 among 2,895 people considered likely 
to vote in the state's Democratic primary. The estimated margin of error is plus or 


minus 2.5 percentage points. 


UC Berkeley Institute of Governmental Studies poll 


CHRIS KELLER Los Angeles Times 


Investigators plan to 
examine the history of 
the helicopter pilot, 
maintenance records 
and foggy conditions. 


By JOE MOZINGO, 
MATTHEW ORMSETH, 
KIM CHRISTENSEN 

AND RALPH VARTABEDIAN 


A light fog had settled on 
the runway of John Wayne 
Airport on Sunday morning 
when Kobe Bryant, his 
daughter Gianna and six 
other passengers boarded a 
chartered helicopter to fly to 
a basketball tournament in 
Thousand Oaks. 

A half-hour later, they 
were flying as clouds thick- 
ened in the San Fernando 
Valley. The pilot was worried 
enough to ask flight control- 
lers to keep track of them. As 
he approached the hills of 
Calabasas at 150 miles per 
hour, they radioed him, 
telling him he was too low for 
them to see on radar. 

The pilot commenced a 
climb, rising 765 feet in 36 
seconds, enough to clear ad- 


jacent hills. 
What happened next is a 
mystery: The Sikorsky 


S-76B suddenly veered off 
course and descended rap- 
idly. The twin-engine air- 
craft dropped 325 feet in 14 
seconds, reaching 176 miles 
per hour before losing con- 
tact and hitting the hillside 
above Las Virgenes Road, 
killing all nine people on 
board. 

Federal investigators on 
Monday began a wide-rang- 
ing investigation into the 
crash heard around the 
world. They plan to look at 
the histories of the pilot, 
helicopter maintenance re- 
cords and the foggy condi- 

[See Flight, A6] 


Trump’s plan for 
Mideast gives 
Israel far more 


The long-stalled pro- 
posal is seen as likely 
to fail given the lack 
of Palestinian involve- 
ment. The U.S. presi- 
dent plans to unveil 
the full plan on Tues- 
day. NATION, A5 


Climate change 
snarls whales 


A heat wave in the 
Pacific Ocean in 2016 
forced humpbacks 

to move closer to 
Monterey Bay’s shore, 
scientists conclude, 
causing them to get 
tangled in fishing 
gear. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Sunny and warm. 
L.A. Basin: 75/53. B6 
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